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The Story of West Saanich School

West Saanich School began when neighbouring farmers John Sluggett and 
George Stelly each donated one acre of land for school use in 1879. The  
school has just one room and educated students from Mt. 
Newton valley to well south of Keating Cross Road. Enrolment 
was high but the children were often needed at home or 
on the farms so irregular attendance was common.

The area population kept growing so a new one-room 
school was built in 1908. In 1916 a second room was 
added—this is the building that stands today at West 
Saanich and Clarke. 

The District of Central Saanich acquired the land and 
old school almost 40 years ago; now it’s Pioneer Park. 
The building is still used by Scouting and Guiding and 
supports local events such as the Brentwood Bay Festival 
and Music in the Park. The old schoolhouse is a designated 
Heritage Building and still has lots of life in it yet.

As we celebrate the arrival of spring, we look forward to the brighter days 
ahead, and want to thank the community for all the efforts put in during the 
pandemic to date. 

We encourage you to stay engaged in Council business by watching the 
meetings online, presenting at Council meetings, and speaking with 
Councillors. Various methods for communication can be found on the back 
page. We want to hear from you, and we are listening.

Looking toward those brighter days, the District is working to not only 
support recovery, but come back stronger. There are positive effects, such 
as increased appreciation for walking, cycling, parks and local businesses, 
to name a few. The Active Transportation Plan is almost complete, and the 
parks master plan will be updated in 2023. For local businesses, in addition 
to the immediate supports put in place at the outset of the pandemic, we 
are now focused on recovery and will be launching a short-term community 
economic development program; more details on this will be shared in late 
spring. The District is also offering grants for eligible non-profit organizations 
facing COVID-related impacts.

Our community has risen to the call for action during the pandemic; and we 
thank each resident, business and organization for doing their part. Council 
would also like to thank our front line workers, and remind the community 
to show your appreciation for these individuals as well as your fellow 
community members by continuing to follow public health advice and orders.
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The District warmly welcomes Kevin Hackett,
our new Deputy Police Chief, to the 
Central Saanich Police Services. Deputy 
Chief Constable Hackett has an extensive 
policing background spanning 32 years 
with the RCMP where he retired as an 
Assistant Commissioner in charge of Criminal 
Operations in British Columbia. His significant
experience will greatly benefit our community. 

Our local businesses are invested in the 
welfare and future of Central Saanich, 
and by shopping locally you can invest 
in them! Many businesses are working 
hard and pivoting their operations to 
online sales, take out, patios, pick up and 
more to serve you safely. Some of our 
local businesses have listings at 
CentralSaanich.ca/BusinessDirectory.

SHOP CENTRAL SAANICH

Do you have a photo of the Old West 
Saanich Schoolhouse? The society 
and archives would love to see it! 

Photo: 1942

When you shop local, you help build 
relationships and community; you 

also keep your money in your 
neighbourhood. Locally owned 
businesses support other local 
businesses, hire locals, pay taxes 
here, support our schools, sports 
groups and more. It’s a great way 
to support the entire community.

Please email: SaanichPioneerSociety@outlook.com.

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://CentralSaanich.ca/BusinessDirectory


Keeping up with the PACE of residential  
energy retrofit

• Official Community Plan Review update 
   You can get involved by visiting the project site, 

LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/OCP (if you weren’t 
able to attend the virtual town hall, check out 
the recording). Further public consultation 
will take place in the fall, when the District 
hopes to be able to offer both online and in-
person events and present draft policies for 
discussion and feedback. 

• Infill Housing Regulations
  A public hearing was held April 20 for Council to hear 

from the public on draft infill housing regulations. For an 
update, please see LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Housing.

• Active Transportation Plan update
 The Active Transportation Plan is in its final 

stages. Public consultation on the draft was 
valuable and overall there is strong support 
for the plan. Now staff will refine the plan and  
present it to Council, along with a financial 
strategy. The District is taking advantage of 

grant opportunities. A multi-use trail on lower
Benvenuto Avenue received full funding ($322,800) 

thanks to the province’s Community Economic Recovery

PROJECT UPDATES

PACE Pilot Program: 0% financing to 
replace oil heating 
Homeowners wanting to replace their 
oil heating systems with an electric 
heat pump will soon have access 
to 0%-interest financing through 
the District of Central Saanich. The 
program concept, known as Property-
Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) 
financing, enables homeowners to 
fund the up-front cost of the home 
improvement through an interest 

The program is funded by the Community Efficiency Financing initiative of the Green Municipal Fund, 
administered by the Federation of Canadian Municipalities with Government of Canada funding.

• Freedom 55+ Bike Skills Course  
– May 7-8 & June 25-26: An adult 
bike skills course designed to 
build the skill and confidence of 
beginner or returning riders to 
make cycling fun and safe. 

• Youth Bike Skills – May 15 & June 20: 
This course teaches traffic safety, 
cyclist responsibilities and biking 
handling skills to develop safe 
cycling behaviors. 

LEARN TO BIKE 
WORKSHOPS

Visit Panorama Recreation’s website 
to register: crd.bc.ca/panorama

GOBYBIKE & JOIN 
THE MOVEMENT!

Register and ride in the Spring 
GoByBike Week May 31 to June 6 
– cycle solo or create a team. 
biketoworkvictoria.ca

Municipal “top-up” rebate 
The CleanBC Better Homes program offers a suite of rebates to help with 
the cost of home retrofits that increase energy efficiency. Central Saanich’s 
additional $350 rebate for homes converting heating from fossil fuels 
to electric heat pumps has helped support over 25 homeowners reduce 
their collective GHG emissions by 200 tCO2e each year – 13% reductions 
of residential fuel oil emissions community-wide! This program will be 
continuing through 2021.  Please visit the CleanBC website at www.cleanbc.
gov.bc.ca for more details and to register for grant opportunities.
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Enabling homeowners to fund the up-
front cost of the home improvement 
through a 0% loan repaid through 
property taxes.

INTRODUCING
Property-Assessed 

Clean Energy
(PACE)

free loan repaid on property tax bills (paid back over 10 years). For more 
info, please contact Ali Rivers at Ali.Rivers@CSaanich.ca or 250.652.4444. 
Please stay tuned for more information as the District formally launches the 
program this Fall.

 Infrastructure Program “Destination Development” stream,
 which was developed to support post-pandemic economic
 recovery. The project will begin soon by involving neighbours
 in the design process.  The District has also applied for a grant 
for $1,150,000 worth of safety and cross walk improvements 
in school zones. 

http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/OCP
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/Housing
http://crd.bc.ca/panorama
http://biketoworkvictoria.ca
http://www.cleanbc.gov.bc.ca
http://www.cleanbc.gov.bc.ca
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PROPERTY TAX DATES 
If you are a property owner, you can 
expect your tax notice by mail around 
the end of May. If you have not 
received your tax notice by early June, 
please contact us at 250.544.4206.

Remember to pay by July 2, 2021 to avoid a 10% 
penalty on your property taxes.

NEW THIS YEAR: HOME OWNER 
GRANTS MUST BE CLAIMED 
ONLINE THOUGH THE  
PROVINCE OF BC 
The Province is now administering their home owner 
grant program. All home owners will apply for the 
grant directly to the Province online or by phone. 
Municipalities can no longer accept applications. To 
learn more about the program, including eligibility and 
how to apply, visit gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant or call 
the provincial office at 1.888.355.2700.

PROPERTY TAX DEFERMENT 
What is property tax deferment? The province has 
a low interest loan program that helps qualified BC 
homeowners pay their property taxes on their principal 
resident. 

You must apply online for property tax deferment 
or renewal. Municipalities are no longer involved in 
the application process. Learn more about online 
applications at gov.bc.ca/propertytaxdeferment. If you 
don’t have internet access or have questions, please call 
the Property Tax Deferment office at 250.387.0555 or 
toll-free 1.888.355.2700.

Saanich Peninsula Alert receives 
upgrade
The Saanich Peninsula Alert is transitioning to a new 
provider in order to offer better service to residents, 
visitors, and stakeholders  

Looking for a new beach to explore? A playground so 
the little one can run off some steam? Our website 
has an interactive map that allows you to find public 
parks and beaches (CentralSaanich.ca/Parks). 

Parks and trails

of the Saanich Peninsula.

The upgrade requires 
current subscribers to 
login to the new system 
and register for alerts 
with an expanded list 
of options. Alerts could be sent for events such as 
earthquakes, tsunami alerts, evacuation notices, or 
other safety threats.

A new playground will be installed this year in Tanner 
Park. This neighbourhood park is in the preliminary 
design phase and public consultation will soon follow. 
To learn more, please see LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/
TannerPark.

New playground in Tanner

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant
http://gov.bc.ca/propertytaxdeferment
http://CentralSaanich.ca/Parks
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/TannerPark
http://LetsTalkCentralSaanich.ca/TannerPark


CONNECT WITH 
CENTRAL SAANICH @CSaanich 

Municipal.Hall@CSaanich.ca

CentralSaanich.ca

250.652.4444

The hall is open for financial transactions, but you can 
conduct business online or over the phone.

Municipal Hall services

LetTalkCentralSaanich.ca @DistrictCentralSaanich

@CSaanich 

WATCH AND PARTICIPATE 
IN COUNCIL MEETINGS

To watch: Council meetings and Public Hearings are 
live-streamed on our website. For live broadcasts and 
recordings of past meetings, see CentralSaanich.ca/
CouncilMeetings.

To participate: If you wish to submit a comment or 
question to Council for the meeting, you can email 
Municipal.Hall@CSaanich.ca or deliver via the drop box at 
the front door prior to noon on the day of the meeting. 

If you wish to speak at a Council meeting or Public Hearing, 
you can register to speak by emailing Municipal.Hall@
CSaanich.ca or calling 250.652.4444 prior to noon on the 
day of the meeting. Speakers will be given instructions on 
how to connect through Zoom or by phone.

Your comments, suggestions, and ideas are helpful. We 
use them to help improve the way we provide services 
to the community. If you’d like to discuss your ideas with 
us, please email MunicipalHall@CSaanich.ca. You are also 
welcome to phone the main line at 250.652.4444.

Please note office hours are Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

How to get in touch 

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU

• You can now pay your Utility Bill, Dog Licence and Business 
Licence by credit card. Make payments through the  
My Central Saanich online web portal.

1.  Visit mycentralsaanich.ca

2.  Create account or log in

3.  Click on your account or register a new one 

4.  If you have a balance outstanding, there will be a  
     Pay Now button

    Please call us at 250.544.4205 if you have any questions.

• Payments (along with your remittance slip) can be mailed 
or placed in our secure drop box.

• Building permit applications can be arranged through the 
Building department at 250.544.4217.

• Planning, development, and tree permits applications can  
be emailed with digital plans and documents to  
Planning@CSaanich.ca. 

• Dog licence applications can be submitted online at  
CentralSaanich.ca/DogLicenceApplication

• Engineering applications can be submitted to  
Engineering@CSaanich.ca.

http://centralsaanich.ca
http://LetTalkCentralSaanich.ca
http://CentralSaanich.ca/CouncilMeetings
http://CentralSaanich.ca/CouncilMeetings
http://mycentralsaanich.ca
http://CentralSaanich.ca/DogLicenceApplication 

